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Scripture reading to be put on side screens:
MATTHEW 6:9-12; LUKE 11:1-4

	Matthew 6:9-13
	Luke 11:1-4

	9. Pray ye therefore thus: Our Father who art in heaven, may thy name be sanctified. 10. May thy kingdom come. May thy will be done, as in heaven, so also in the earth. 11. Give us to-day our daily bread. 12. And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. 13. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen.
	1. And it happened, while he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2. And he saith to them, When you pray, say, Our Father who art in heaven, may thy name be sanctified. May thy kingdom come. May thy will be done, as in heaven, so also in the earth. 3. Give us to.day our daily bread. 4. And forgive us our sins, as we also forgive every one who owes us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


 

Congregational: 
“Lords Prayer” Matt Shepherdson
Drama or Video:

	Drama Description 


Top of Form

	Prayer Perplexity
	Author: Judson Poling

	 
	

	Several brief scenes illustrate comically the confusion in our culture about prayer. In the first scene, a group of people pray fervently---to rip off the heads of the opposing team! Then a child's nighttime prayer becomes a confusing theology lesson from mom who doesn't really understand why we pray. Next, a man prays for the meal, and puts on a holy sounding prayer voice complete with religious vocabulary. A teenager prays for justice on her ex-friend who stole her boyfriend. A shipwrecked man promises God anything, but backs out of it all when rescued. A memorized mealtime prayer doesn't quite fit---at a funeral! Finally, a committee trying to update prayer goes to ridiculous lengths. In the end, the actors paraphrase the Lord's prayer, and we see the wonderful simplicity of Jesus' model


Bottom of Form

http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/product.asp?invtid=PR00460
Offering and Announcements:

Message:

The drama displayed how perplexed prayer can become. The model that Jesus gave us gives us not only an excellent example on how to pray but the standard as to how prayers are to be directed.

Please bow your heads as we pray for God to be present with each of us as we ponder the questions “who do you pray to?
Opening Prayer:
Lord, it is my desire that we all pray in a manner acceptable to you. Please Father in heaven anoint the teaching and hearing of this message so all of us will be better communicators to you through prayer in Jesus name Amen.

Message Cont’d:
In order to go ahead we should look at what is prayer. What is prayer?

Definitions:

Merriam Webster defines “Prayer” as follows:
1 a (1) : an address (as a petition) to God or a god in word or thought <said a prayer for the success of the voyage> (2) : a set order of words used in praying b : an earnest request or wish

2 : the act or practice of praying to God or a god <kneeling in prayer>

3 : a religious service consisting chiefly of prayers -- often used in plural

4 : something prayed for

5 : a slight chance <haven't got a prayer

The word “Pray” is defined as follows:

1 : ENTREAT, IMPLORE -- often used as a function word in introducing a question, request, or plea <pray be careful>

2 : to get or bring by praying

intransitive senses

1 : to make a request in a humble manner

2 : to address God or a god with adoration, confession, supplication, or thanksgiving

Prayer is a method of communication. You can communicate verbally or in your mind.
There are no limitations to how God can communicate with us. We are limited in our capability of hearing God speak due to various causes but mostly distractions (being to busy mentally) and too many audio choices sent our way daily...
Prayer needs to be performed in spirit and truth. We need to slow down and be still removing the distractions so our minds can be quieted.
What examples did Jesus give us on how to pray?
Jesus Christ is the ONLY way to God John  14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Jesus said that we should pray to the Father in His name!

Jesus gave us a template (model) prayer that list out the items that we should take the time to understand. Matthew 6:9-13
Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. Heb 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Jesus took time to pray alone.
Jesus prayed for various circumstances he was experiencing.

Jesus prayed for His followers.

"And early in the morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely place, and was praying there." (Mark 1:35) 

And immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the multitude away. And after bidding them farewell, he departed to the mountain to pray. (Mark 6:45-46) 

And they came to a place called Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, "Sit here until I have prayed." And He took with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be very distressed and troubled. And He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watch." And He went a little beyond them, and fell to the ground, and began praying. (Jesus quoted by Mark 14:32-34) 

And when day came, He departed to a lonely place; and the multitudes were searching for Him, and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from going away from them. (Luke 4:42) 

But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. (Luke 5:16) 

And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12) 

   


Commentary:
Somewhere along the line tradition superseded scripture in some religious organizations.
Various religions use physical objects that they pray to.

Some pray to the saints.

"I am the way the truth and the life; NO MAN cometh unto the Father BUT BY ME.""-- Jesus Christ, John 
Religious Prayer practices that are not consistent with Scripture:
1. Praying to saints and people (dead or alive)
2. Idolatry – using man made objects as if they have power including the rosary beads.

3. Praying to Satan and demons

4. Praying to things created by God such as the moon, stars, planets, nature…

5. Bowing down to Statutes
Warnings: 

Here are just a few:

Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying,
2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

1 Corinthians 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.
5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
1 Corinthians 10:19 What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing?
20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.
21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

As a side comment I want to clear up what some might question regarding the word Jealousy. I found a good expression of the answer at TruthWalk Q/A Forum. I will summarize their response.
Someone asked the following:
If love "does not envy" (1 Corinthians 13:4), how is God a jealous God and still truly love us?
There can be a righteous jealousy and an unrighteous jealousy.
Righteous jealousy is the result of loving and desiring a righteous thing. Unrighteous jealousy is the result of loving and desiring an unrighteous thing. If I am envious and jealous of a friend's close walk with God, and that motivates me to seek God with my whole heart, then this is a good thing. However, if I am envious of my friend's car, and this causes me to have dissatisfaction in the things that God has given me then I am in sin. Envy and jealousy always bring about a sense of dissatisfaction with your life, and ultimately with God.

God's jealousy for you and for me is the righteous kind. He loves us with everything He has. His desire is that we would love Him back so that we can have the greatest and most joyous life possible. It is because of His great love for us, that He is jealous and protective of us. He wants nothing to come between us!
Regarding bowing down to statutes, the problem arises when this innocent truth is stretched to justify idolatry practiced in the Catholic religion. For ‘honor’ and ‘bowing’ could also be expressions of that kind of reverence that belongs to God alone, and not to fellow creatures.
Question and Answer: 

Should you pray to your dead family member?
No! They can’t hear you praying…

Should people pray to the saints?

No! They can’t hear you praying…

People who die are separated from those who are still alive here on earth. Let us read an example that substantiates what I am saying in Luke 16:19-31.

 Luke 23:39-43 

[39] One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 

[40] But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? [41] We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 

[42] Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

[43] Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

Jesus said to the repentant criminal on the cross today you will be with me in paradise.

Paradise is a different place separated from this evil world.

Absent from the body believers are with God in spirit form. They are separated from life here on earth.

Bowing Down:

Thus when Cornelius met Peter, he fell at his feet in reverence. Peter would not allow this kind of ‘reverence’ and he made him get up: “Stand up; I myself also am a man” (Acts 10:25, 26). 
Similarly, when John fell down to worship at the feet of an angel, the angel rebuked him: "See thou do it not: for I am the fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God." (Revelations 22:8, 9). Clearly the honor and praise we should give to other creatures can deteriorate into idolatry.

Death and Life separation:
Luke 16:19-31


The Rich Man and Lazarus 

19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell,[1] where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
25"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 
27"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 
29"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
30" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.' "

Action Steps:

● Follow Jesus examples…

 Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God
● Stop praying to anyone other then the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
● Pray to the Lord as many times as possible.
● Read your Bible to find our  more about the God that loves you and wants a  relationship with you.
● Seek a prayer partner. Select someone who can be trusted and will hold you accountable.
Warning for those of you who have chosen to pray to idols, which are anything other than the Lord, listen to what happened to those who turned from God and those who returned to Him after sinning against Him.
Exodus 32:23-28
23 They said to me, 'Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to him.' 24 So I told them, 'Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.' Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!" 
25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies.
26 So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, come to me." And all the Levites rallied to him. 
27 Then he said to them, "This is what the LORD , the God of Israel, says: 'Each man strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.' " 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29 Then Moses said, "You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and he has blessed you this day." 
30 The next day Moses said to the people, "You have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD ; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin."
Conclusion:
Friends, it comes down to this. Do you want the Creator of all things to hear your prayers? Do you want your prayers to be presented in a manner that respects or dishonors God? Prayer is petitioning, supplicating or requesting your Heavenly Father for something. It can also be a sharing of thoughts or feelings with Him. You can worship Him or praise Him in prayer simply by telling Him that you love Him. You can have 24x7 conversations with Him. Will you pray to Him?
Let’s stand for closing prayer.
Closing Prayer:
Father, may we all pray to you as you have intended. You are certainly worthy of this respect and reverence. Forgive those who have been praying in ways that was dishonoring you. Teach us on a daily basis how to communicate with you. May our hearts become filled with a strong desire to stay connected with you through prayer in Jesus name, amen.
[image: image4.jpg]



Postlude: “Lords prayer” Instrumental version Artist Matt Shepherdson
Scripture References:

Matthew 6:9-13; LUKE 11:1-4, John  14:6,  Heb 12:2, Mark 1:35, 

Mark 6:45-46, Mark 14:32-34, Luke 4:42, Luke 5:16, Luke 6:12, Exodus 20:1,
1 Corinthians 8:4,5 6, 1 Corinthians 10:19-22, 1 Corinthians 13:4, Luke 16:19-31, Luke 23:39-43, Acts 10:25,26, Revelations 22:8,9, Luke 16:19-31, Hebrews 12:2, Exodus 32:26-28
Websites references:

http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/product.asp?invtid=PR00460

http://bible.gospelcom.net/

http://www.ccel.org/c/calvin/comment3/comm_vol31/htm/ix.liv.htm
http://www.truthwalk.com/Q%20and%20A/jealous%20god.html
http://www.justforcatholics.org/a133.htm
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